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The Victoria Operatic Society (VOS) is a non-
profit, volunteer-driven organization established
in 1945 for the purpose of bringing top-quality
live musical theatre to Victoria and giving
aspiring young singers and performers the
opportunity to display their talents.

Over the years, VOS has produced Broadway
Musicals, Light Operas and Gilbert & Sullivan
productions, using and promoting local talent on
and off the stage. VOS strives for professional
quality productions, while offering affordable
family prices.

During the early years VOS productions were
presented at the Royal Theatre. However, in the
spring of 1965 VOS began a new phase of its
history by producing The Merry Widow at the
newly renovated McPherson Playhouse.

In all the years at the "Mac" VOS has staged over
70 musicals, from classic favourites to hot off-
Broadway productions. Varied performances in
this venue have been enjoyed by many
generations of theatre-goers.

VOS is generously supported by
BC Gaming Commission
Bingo Esquimalt
The Township of Esquimalt

.
R i, W womy @ jsland
e - %er Comp®™
trgetben Hillside Printing ROVAL & MEPHERSON o S e oo cquipment Tl




THE

CRITICS
RAVE!

“Stellar production by the VOS, which is far

and away the best show I've seen them do in

years. The Will Rogers Follies is one of the

most memorable musicals of recent years.”
Monday Magazine, 2009

“Flawless. This pretty much describes the
VOS’s dazzling production of The Will Rogers
Follies. Near Broadway-calibre.

5 stars out of 5!”

Times Colonist, 2009

“VOS rolls a winner with charming Guys and
Dolls....1t has considerable appeal and
charm...and will satisfy and entertain many.”
Times Colonist, 2008

“Dolly looking swell, thanks to VOS.
The production values are first-rate, easily

achieving a professional standard.”
Times Colonist, 2008

“West Side Story 1s a musical and visual feast.”
Saanich News, 2007

“VOS Hits Right Note in Beauty.
VOS’s hard work has resulted in a truly

professional standard.”
Times Colonist, 2006

VOS Wins ‘Best Musical’ for Joseph and
The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
Critics Choice Spotlight Awards, 2004



Tony Award Winner Best Musical
Original Production 1959

Tony Award Winner
Best Revival of a Musical
1989, 2003 & 2008

Book by:
Arthur Laurents

Music by:
Jule Styne

Lyrics by:
Stephen Sondheim

Suggested by:
Memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee

Original Production by:
David Merrick & Leland Hayward

Entire production originally directed and
choreographed by Jerome Robbins



GYPSY is the ultimate story about an over-
zealous stage mother. Join Rose and her daughters
June and Louise in their trip across the United
States during the 1920's, when Vaudeville was
dying and Burlesque was born. Mama Rose lives
to see her daughter June succeed on Broadway by
way of Vaudeville. When June marries and leaves,
Rose turns her hope and attention to her older, less
obviously talented daughter, Louise. However,
having her headlining as a stripper at Minsky's
Burlesque is not what she initially has in mind.

Musical numbers include:
Small World
Everything's Coming Up Roses
You'll Never Get Away from Me
Let Me Entertain You

November 20 - 29, 2009

November 20, 21, 27 & 28 at 8pm
November 22 & 29 at 2pm

McPherson Playhouse



Original Production 1972
Nominated for 7 Tonys including
Best Musical, Best Book

Tony Award Nominee
Best Revival of a Musical
1994 & 2008

Book, Music and Lyrics:
Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey



Welcome back to Rydell High. Join the
rebellious, thrill-loving senior class of 1959
during a simpler time of poodle skirts, drive-ins,
and T-birds. Sandy Dumbrowski enters as the new
girl in school. It turns out that she and the leader of
the T-Birds, Danny Zuko, had a summer love
affair and fall in love all over again to the tunes of
Buddy Holly, Little Richard and Elvis Presley that
became the soundtrack of a generation.

Musical numbers include:
Greased Lightnin’
Summer Nights
Born to Hand Jive
Look at Me I’m Sandra Dee
It’s Raining on Prom Night
We Go Together

Throw your mittens around your Kittens
and hand jive the night away

April 30 - May 9, 2010
April 30, May 1, 7, 8 at 8pm
May 2 & 9 at 2pm

McPherson Playhouse



VOS SEASON SUBSCRIPTION

We are very pleased to continue our
Season Subscriptions.

Don’t Delay get your tickets Today!
Simply call the McPherson Box Office at 250-386-6121.

e Your seat-specific tickets will be mailed directly to
you within one week

o Priority seat selection and preferred dates for each

production

Save $13 over regular box office prices

No need to stand in line to exchange vouchers

Replacement of lost tickets at no charge

Ticket exchanges (with 72 hours notice) for nominal

fee

o Seats available on first come first serve basis

HOW TO ORDER
By Phone:
McPherson Box Office: 250-386-6121
Toll-free: 1-888-717-6121
Please have your credit card in hand.

In Person:

McPherson Playhouse Royal Theatre

3 Centennial Square 805 Broughton St.
(Pandora Ave. at Government St.) (at Blanshard St.)

Monday to Saturday 9:30am - 5:30pm
Royal Theatre Closed for lunch 1:30pm - 2:00pm

By Mail:

Fill out the attached form and mail it to:
McPherson Box Office
3 Centennial Square
Victoria, BC V8W 1P5

By Fax:

Fill out the attached form and fax to 250-361-0805

Please Note:
Advanced ticket vouchers for one (1) production only
available thru VOS Administration Office at
250-381-1021.

Deadline for Gypsy: October 27, 2009
Deadline for Grease: March 30, 2010

Subject to availability after Season Subscribers.




YOUR INFORMATION

Name

Address

City / Postal Code

Phone

Email

PREFERRED PERFORMANCES Please select 1 for each show.

Gypsy Grease
0 Nov. 20 (8pm) O April 30 (8pm)
L Nov.21 (8pm) L May 1 (8pm)
1 Nov.22 (2pm) 1 May2 (2pm)
L1 Nov. 27 (8pm) L1 May 7 (8pm)
L Nov. 28 (8pm) L May 8 (8pm)
1 Nov.29 (2pm) 1 May9 (2pm)
SEATING CHOICE
Price = 1 ticket for Gypsy &1 ticket for Grease
[ Main Floor ($65) [ Lower Balcony ($65)
L Upper Balcony ($55)
SECTION [ Centre U Left L] Right

SEATING PREFERENCE (Subject to availability.)

# OF SUBSCRIPTIONS

Main Floor or Lower Balcony x $65 = §

Upper Balcony x $55 = §
+ Donation =3

I'am including a donation to Victoria Operatic Society.

A charitable tax receipt will be mailed to you.

Prices include GST and service charges. TOTAL $

Payment must be included to process your order.

PAYMENT

L VISA [ MASTERCARD L] AMERICAN EXPRESS

Card Number

Expiry Date

Signature

(1 CHEQUE ENCLOSED
Payable to Royal and McPherson Theatre Society

Thank you for your order.




SOMETHING
FOR
EVERYONE

At VOS we are proud to offer quality
entertainment suitable for all ages. Productions
have ranged in scope and audience appeal and
have included such timeless classics as Evita,
West Side Story, Into the Woods, Oklahoma
Disney’s Beauty and The Beast, Mame and A
Chorus Line.

Student Preview Nights

The VOS believes strongly in arts education for
students and during each production we offer an
opportunity for students to experience affordable,
live theatre. We open our dress rehearsal, the
Thursday prior to Opening Night, to schools at a
substantially discounted rate and encourage all
drama, music, English and arts teachers to take
advantage of this great deal. Please call our office
at250-381-1021 for more details.

Group Bookings
Do you have a group of 10 or more interested in

attending a performance? Simply call the office
at250-381-1021 and we will handle all the details
for you, from seat selection to reservations and
payment. All you have to do is pick up your
tickets at the box office on the day of the show, its
that easy. So phone and reserve your seats today.
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COSTUME

RENTALS

Boasting one of Victoria’s largest collection of
costumes including period pieces, a wide variety
of footwear, hats and wigs, as well as an array of
accessories, all of our thousands of costumes are
available to rent by the public, So whether you
are a theatre group, school or on your way to a
theme party, drop by and visit our costume loft.

Regular costume loft hours are Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 9:00am -
noon, or any other time by appointment. Please
call the office at 250-381-1021 to make specific
arrangements to meet with our Costume Master.




CHRISTMAS

CAROLING

For over 25 years, a dedicated group of VOS
members has donated their talents and time to
entertain at local retirement homes, shopping
centres, hotels and private parties during the
Holiday Season. Proudly, 18 years were spent at
the famed Oak Bay Beach Hotel.

Dressed in period costumes, the VOS Christmas
Carolers offer a varied 1 hour program of solos,
duets and choral pieces with selected audience
participation certain to delight your guests.

Book the VOS Christmas Carolers for your
functionnow! Call 250-381-1021.




STUDENT
SCHOLARSHIPS

Each year VOS awards a scholarship of $500 to a
student demonstrating talent in the field of drama,
musical theatre or backstage production including
lighting, costume and set design, construction,
make-up or other areas of stage-craft.

This year we are please to announce the
introduction of a second scholarship valued at
$750.

Applicants are asked to write a brief letter
indicating why they should be awarded one of the
the scholarships. We also ask for information on
all previous theatre experience both on-stage and
off, copies of all certificates of achievement and
three personal reference letters.

Applications must be submitted by June 15th of
each year. Please call 250- 381-1021 for more
information and an application form.




COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

July 2008 marked the beginning of our
partnership with the Victoria Youth Musical
Theatre Society (VYMTS). VYMTS provides
intensive musical theatre training for kids and
youths ages 8 - 18 in the Greater Victoria area.
This fun-filled training will result in the
production of a full Broadway show.

Phil Hallman is the founding Director of the
VYMTS and we look forward to our collaboration
with his innovative group. This will also act as a
springboard for youth to participate in future VOS
productions.

For information on how to enrol your child in a
VYMTS summer camp, please visit
www.vymts.com, contact them at 250-361-6246
or email info@vymts.com.



